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TRADE MARKS

What is a Trade mark?

A trade mark is any perceptible sign capable of being
represented graphically and which is capable of distin-
guishing goods or services of one undertaking from an
other. A trade mark may, for example, consist of words
(including personal names), designs, letters, numbers,

shape of goods, packaging, smells, or sound.

Why do we protect Trade mark?

A registered trade mark owners get exclusive legal rights
to use, sell or license their trade mark and can stop oth-
ers from using their marks if it is being used without

permission.

How long does it take to register a Trade mark?

6 months depending on the complexity of the applica-

tion.

When does protection begin?

On the date of the trade mark being registered.
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How long is a trade mark protected?
10 years and it may be renewed for another period of 10
years subsequently.

Is a trade mark protected worldwide?

No, trade mark protection is territorial and is only valid
in the country where it is registered. However, as Brunei
Darussalam is part of the Madrid Protocol, this means
applicants can now apply to seek trade mark protection
simultaneously in each of a large number of countries by
filing an international trade mark application via the Ma-

drid System.

Is company registration sufficient to secure trade
mark protection?

Registering your business or company name at the Regis-
try of Business Names or Companies will not secure
trade mark protection. A business or company name
identifies a business/company; whereas a trade mark dis-
tinguishes the products or services of one company from

another.

Is it possible to check if a similar trade mark has
been registered?

Yes, an applicant can conduct a search of the trade mark
register at BrulPO. You can do this by going to BrulPO’s

IP Search Portal at ipsearch.bruipo.gov.bn



